
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – July 18, 2021 

 
• Our Mission: Share Christ with the World 
• Our Vision: A dynamic and joyful church where people experience God’s saving love 
• This Week’s Value: Diversity that enriches and unites us 
 

FIRST READING: Jer 23:1-6 • SECOND READING: Eph 2:13-18 
 

GOSPEL OF MARK: 6:30-34 
 

The apostles gathered together with Jesus and reported all they had done and taught.   
He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.”  People were 

coming and going in great numbers, and they had no opportunity even to eat.  So they went off in 
the boat by themselves to a deserted place.   

People saw them leaving and many came to know about it.   
They hastened there on foot from all the towns and arrived at the place before them. When he 

disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like 
sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 

 
 

REFLECTION & DISCUSSION 
 
This week in Scripture, from the Prophet Jeremiah and the Gospel of Mark, we hear of two kinds of 
shepherds – those who scatter the sheep, and those who bring them into the flock. The second 
reading speaks about Jesus’ reconciling and unifying work. Saint Paul, in his love for the Christians 
living in Ephesus, wrote to them about what it means to be one people.   
 
Various cultures and traditions enrich our Church in their expressions of one faith. One, holy, 
Catholic, apostolic church. In our oneness, we do find diversity: The faithful bear witness to many 
different vocations and many different gifts, but work together to continue the mission of our Lord.   
 
 
•  Scripture makes it clear that God is building a diverse church. Last week Jesus sent the apostles 
out on their first mission. It is God’s plan that a church begun in one place with one people would 
soon spread across the earth to become a church in every place and of every people. How does 
Scripture lead us to greater understanding (and action) of our mission here at Saint Mary Magdalen 
– to Share Christ with the World? Of this week’s value: Diversity that enriches and unites us?  
 
 

 



•  The second reading is a statement on God’s reconciling work in Jesus. Are you a reconciler 
by nature? Have you ever   reconciled with someone you had a long-standing rift with? If so, 
what helped to bring about the reconciliation? Have you had any faith encounters along these 
lines? 
 
• Further break open St. Paul’s teaching in the Second Reading:The cross got us to embrace – to 
reconcile insiders and outsiders with the one God. Jesus treated us as equals – so made us all 
equals.  Scholars say his letter to the Ephesians is making these points – what do you think? Are we 
as a Church living this? Close? Far off?  
 
• There are 2 shepherd stories in this week’s Scripture. What makes a shepherd “good” to you? 
 
• Jesus’ heart was “moved with pity” for the crowd.  We are all shepherds of those who come 
under our care, called to look upon those in need of your care with the loving eyes of Jesus. 
What in your travels of daily life moves your heart with pity?  What sights draw out your 
compassion? What do you do then with your compassion? 
 

 
DISCUSSION 

 
Next week, we honor our patroness who reminds us of our mission to Share Christ with the World.   
 

• So, we ask this in the week ahead:  
 

o PRAY: Pray the novena for our parish, for our mission and for all who come our way. 
 

o INVITE: Come for our Feast Day Mass next weekend. Invite someone to join us to 
celebrate Saint Mary Magdalen and to thank God for all the people Christ brings 
together. 

[The novena prayer is also on the website] 
[Pray along with Fr. Charlie on his message video of the week: https://vimeo.com/575557295] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MISSION PRAYER 
 
Lord God, as we anticipate the Feast Day of our patroness Saint Mary Magdalen,  
hear us as we cry out to you. 
 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.   
 
Saint Mary Magdalen, pray for us. 
Disciple of Our Lord, pray for us. 
Apostle to the apostles, pray for us. 
 
Quiet intimacy with the Lord      
             Jesus, grant us this grace. 
 
The gift of true friendship rooted in love of God and neighbor       
 Jesus, grant us this grace. 
 
Soul-stirring Sacramental celebrations  
 Jesus, grant us this grace. 
 
Coming to know the path toward Salvation,  
 Jesus, grant us this grace. 
 
Hearts overflowing with gratitude for all God’s gifts   
 Jesus, grant us this grace. 
 
Hunger that moves us to be servant to one another    
 Jesus, grant us this grace.  
 
Preserving the beauty and perfection of God’s created order 
 Jesus, grant us this grace.  
 
Diversity that enriches us and unites us 
 Jesus, grant us this grace. 
 
Let us pray: May our values guide us to build a dynamic and joyful church where everyone 
experiences God’s saving love. May we boldly share Christ with the world. AMEN. 
 
 


